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remembered not to ſhe. mercy, but perſecuted 
the poor and needy man, that he might even 


Hay the broken in heart, A. Be loved 
„ eurfongs. {o tet. it come unto him: as be de- 
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Fris Baſed and important that ſurh 
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paſfiges\ of ſeripture; as are apt to offend | 


of perplex fincere Chriſtians, ould be truly 
add clearly explained to them. Their minds 
will de quieted, their faith confirmed, and 


their pious diſpoſitions, cheriſhed and ſup- 


ported, e r "juſt and atisfactory 
explication. x ad aa, © VN W awer * N. 
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The wörds of the text aße the moſt re- 
markable, perhaps, of all ſuch paſſages | 
They ſtem to be bne cotitinued earſe, of in- 
precation;Freth'tht mouth of David. And'l 
have knowti far well:diſpoſed” perſons, ſo 
mu offended: and ſhocked" by them; as to 
ſuſpend their' d«votions' while: theſe worde 
were / pronouneed; and even to abſent them- 
ſelves from the chureh, when this pſalm was 
a part of the ſervice for the day. They 
could not endure to utter, or to hear, thoſe 
dreadful wiſhes, which the pfalmiſt was N. 
Peu to pour forth againſt his enemies. 
I am far from blaming ſuch ſcruples 44 
this. They are not unbecoming the fincere” 
profeſſors of that faith, the author of which 
bath commanded us, to „ bleſs them that 
curſe us: and his Apoſtles, in the ſpirit” 
oP their divine maſter, have enjoined us; to- 
«© eſs them aA us; to pourienngs 
ne mort? lo Hue ol) wie had dl * 
To temovt any ſuch Abedag kept 
muſt be a taſk very pleafant to a preacher of 
the goſpel; acceptable to his"hearers; and, 
Leu in 


$4 4: = 
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cultyr, (tui fis 25 en aq dsr hi 
I propoſe, Fey ag to, hake this pſgIm 
55 (which | is a pprt of the .eyepingeſeryice.. for 


this'day) theſſubject, af the preſent diſcourſe; 


in which I ſhall, endeayour; wir much f 


plainneſs, to reconcile the. ſexeral parts: f it 


wich each other; and. to ſhow chat the puhals | 
of it is really unexceptiona ble... 


Ide great point which I mean: to prove to 


| you- is this that the curſes here, recited; ſare 
not.the words of David againſt his enemies;, | 
but of his enemies againſt H. If this ean 


be ſatisfactorily proved, then all the offerice 
and perplexity, which this pſalm may have 
ogcaſioned, will be completely, removed. 7 

Let us begin, then, with the firſt wordę f 


the. pſalm, which are clearly. the words-of | 


David himſelf :—** Hold not thy peace, :. 


Hod of my praiſes, for the mouth of dhe 


« wicked, and the mouth of the deceitful; 
are opened againſt men they have ſpoken - 
— me with, a, lying tongue. They 
compaſſed me; about. alſa, with. words of 


| 4. l T batred, 


0 


2 . 

% hatred, and fought againſt me without a 
cauſe. For my love, they are my adver- 
« ſaries;; but I give myſelf unto. prayer. 
And they have rewarded me evil for 
good, and hatred for my love. x 

So far we find no imprecation, or curſing ; 
but only a complaint of the ingratitude and 
| injuſtice of the Pſalmiſt's perſecutors; and a 
conſciouſneſs of his not deſerving. them; 
with an appeal to heaven, for upport in his 
diſtreſs. - | 

If the dreadful inveRtives,, which ting 
after follow, had proceeded from the Pſalmiſt 
himſelf, he would, ſurely, not have faid, at 
ſuch a time, But I give myſelf unto prayer.” 
So far, alſo, (you muſt obſerve very parti- 
cularly) © the ungodly and deceitful,” whoſe 
mouth wits thus opened againſt David, are e- 
preſſed in the plural number, 1hey ;—denoting 
ſeveral perſons; but the object of the fol- 
lowing curſes is in the Hngular number, and 
confined to an individual, For thus the 
pſalm proceeds: Set thou a wicked man 
over bim, (not over them) and let Satan 
—_—___ ſtand 


| "4 10 | 
| Rand u b right hand.“ Here, you plainly ; 
ſee; the perſon of the ſpeaker is changed 
that is, David here begins to reite the curſes 
which his enemies uttered againſt him. "If 8 
the word ſaying had been here inſerted, in 
eicher of our tranſlations of this pſalm, Jas 
it is in other pſalns, and in many parts of 
ſeripture, for the ſake of making the mibati 
ing Qcar)' no difficulty 'would then have | 
arlſen, and none of us would have taken of- 
fence at this paſſage, But the truth is, that 
the tranſlators” themſelves ' overlooked the 
right ſenſe of theſe verſes, and conſidered 
them as coming from David. Whereas, if 
the right ſenſe had occurred to them, and 
they had rendered it thus, They have fe- 
_ «© warded me evil for good,” ¶ ſcying) Set 
thou a wicked man over him,” and ſo 
forth;=then all would have been F ; 
clear arid uncxceptionable. | 
But you may aſk, why is not this Wy 
faying expreſſed in the original? __ 
To which I anſwer, that it is common, in 
many languages, to omit the word that de- 
ee 5 notes 


wy. 
notes the perſon. ſpeaking, and to leave ſt to 
be ſupplied by the hearer, or reader, from the | 
obvious meaning of the paſſage. off} 
I will ſet before you ſome ſtriking inſtances 
of this manner, from the hoc of Pſalms. And 
I ſhall bring ſuch inſtances from that book only; 
becauſe it is the moſt plain and fatisfa@ory; 
as well as the moſt juſt method, to illuſttate 
one paſſage of ſeripture, and indeed of all 
writings whatever, by other OI Hom | 
\ the ſame book. 113-1 117 * 
Pſalm ii. ad and 3d verſes, «+ The ge 


0, of the earth ſet themſelves, and the rulers 


take counſel together againſt the Lord, 
% and againſt his | anointed;” * Let ws 
break their bonds aſunder.” Let us break 
their bonds aſunder, is doubtleſs the ſpeech 
of the kings and rulers juſt mentioned. And 
yet there are no ſuch wards, as bey ſay or 
ſaying, to give us notice of it. In the laft 
tranſlation, indeed, (that in the Bible) the 
word ſaying is added, in a different character, | 
to make the ſenſe mare clear; but it is not in 
the old tranſlation (in the Book of Common 


Prayer) nor in the original, 
B 2 - Pſalm 


. 
Pfalm 'xxii. (5th and 8th. verſes: . AH 
« they that ſee me laugh me to ſcorn; 
10 IP ſhoot out the lip, they ſhake the 
head, faying, He truſted in God that he | 
«© would deliver him.” The word ſaying is 
added by the 11. as in ' the. caſe laſt 
mentioned, 5 
Palm xli. 7th and 8th verſes: All that 
{hate me, whiſper together againſt me, 
N againſt me do they deviſe my hurt: An 


3 evil diſeaſe (ſay they) cleaveth faſt unto 


„ him; and now that he lieth, he ſhall riſe 
„% up no more.“ The words ſay sbey are 
added by the tranſlators, to ſhow the mean- 
ing of the paſſage in a clearer light. In our 
Book of Common Prayer, it ſtands thus: 
* All mine enemies whiſper tagether againſt 


me; even againſt me do they imagine this 
<< evil; let the ſentence of guiltineſs pro- 
_ «+ ceed againſt him; _ naw my he hath, 
let him riſe no more. | 
The expreſſion here agrees exactly and 


+ | that of the pſalm from which the text is 


= ene go They have rewarded me evil for 
good. 


| * 1305 | 
10 ad and hatred fox! my ep lech 


% a wicked man over him, ans let —_ 


0 ſtand' at his right-hand. |: 
In both theſe paſſages, the ok n 
muſt be underſtood ; and, if it were added; 
the former paſſage would be thus; * All 
mine enemies whiſper together againſt 
© me; againſt me do they imagine this evil; 
« ſaying, Let the ſentence of guiltineſs pro- 1 
ceed againſt him." And the latter would 
be thus; They have rewarded me evil 
for good, and hatred for my love; ſaying, 
get thou a wicked man over him.? 
This would have made it clear, beyond 
all diſpute or doubt, that the bad wiſhes or 
curſes which follow, proceeded from David's 
enemies againſt him; as indeed the tenor of 

the whole pſalm moſt plainly ſhows. 

Again, ' Pfalm lii. 6th and 7th verſes : 
„The righteous alſo ſhall ſee, and fear, and 
„ ſhall laugh at him:—Lo, this is the man 
that made not God his ſtrength; but 
** truſted in the abundance of his riches, and 

en himſelf in his wickedneſs." - 
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Boſors the word + ho," bout is me, 

underſtood. no I ist * 
Pſalm ev. 14th 5 . He. ſuflered no 


N % man to do them wrong; yea, he reproyed 


* kings far their ſakes; /aying, Touch not 
„ mine anointed, and do my prophets no 


e harm.” The word /aying is added in the 


Bible-tranſlation z but not in the Book, of 


Comman Prayer. And ſo it is alſo, in 


- Plalm exxxyii. ad verſe: * They that car- - 
'* ried us away captive, required of us a ſang; 
4. and they that waſted us, required of us 
'* mirth, /aying, ng BEE: 1 8 4 
« Zion.“ 

- Theſe are hn af the moſt. friking in. 
ſtances of the manner of ſpeaking which o- 
eurs in the text. I have collected not leſs 
than ſixteen ather inſtances from the Plalms 2 


(and more might doubtleſs be found, ) but it 


muſt be ſuperfluous to detain you by a re- 
eital of n *. 


All 
Cre” PEE | — — 
> Ps viii. 3, 4+ © XXX. 8, 9. Xxli.g, xvi. 10. 


1.4, 5. liz. J. texiii. 12, 13. txxvii. 6. 7. Kxxix. 3.4. 


xci. 14 evi 5. Xi. 2, 31 7.8 1115 13, 14 > ads 
11 


Cc 0 „ 

An theſe examples ſhow abvndandly; that 
the manner of ſpeaking, which I attribute to 
the Pſalmiſt in the text, is not ſttautze 3 
unuſual, or any matter of ſurprize to vou. 
but is che ordinary language of the Book of 
Pſalms. IP = 


7 * 


At he, RY ESP of hs ofale from 
which the text is taken, in the Bible-tranſla- 
tion (which divides the firſt verſe into two) 
or at the 19th, according to the Book of 
Common Prayer, the perſon of the * 
is again changed. | 

| Here ariſes a flight difficulty. The Palins. 
iſt is ber CP as ſaying, «+ Let this be 


— — 


18 0 " 


N reader, that in molt of 
the paſſages here cited, ſome introduRory word is found, 6gni- 
fying to peat, proclaim, or ety . As im Pſalm ii. 5, * Then 
'+ ſhall he ſpeak unto them ih his wrath. . Pſalm xxx. 8.1 
* cried unto thee, O Lord.” Pali xli. 5. . Mine efitmics 
, ſpedk evil of me.” But this is ſo far from invalidating, that 
it ſtrengthens the conſtruction here put upon the text; becauſe 
the words of this ſort, preceding the text, are more numerous 
and exprefs than thoſe which precede in any of theſe citations: 
«© The mouth of the wicked, and the each of the deceitful are 
* opened againſt me: they have ſpoken againſt me with a Hing 
7M kee they conpaſed me thous dſo with quoreb af Brergh” 


the 


guital (or rather, the wort) of e v 


4 16 5 


4 = tbe. remand of mine enemicr” ftoch che | 


% Lond ang pf them that ſpeak evil againſt 
* * ſoul. But the words let— be, 


are added by. the tranſlators ; ok; are ſo 


marked by the character in which hey; are 


printed. 

Into this error they were ti led, by 
taking it for granted, that the preceding im- 
precations came for David. The juſt tranſ- 
lation of the 2oth verſe is This is “ tbe rer 


falſely accuſe me before the Lord. 

At the 21ſt verſe, David again turns him- 
ſelf to God, with a repreſentation of the 
diſtreſs and miſery of his condition; and de- 


voutly prays that he would deliver him from 
it: But do thou for me, O God the Lord, 


« for thy name's ſake; becauſe thy 3 is 


s good, deliver thou me. 


At the 28th verſe, we find theſe cola ; : 


able words, which are very much to our 22 | 
poſe : * Let them curſe, but — thou ;— 


SY Ir Green, ſee Appendix. 


n D 13. 0 RY 
_ evidently 
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„ | 
evidently alluding to the curſes above-re- 
cited, pronounced by his enemies againſt 
him. But, if David had uttered thoſe dread- | 
ful qnathemas which are commonly imputed 
to him, ſurely this petition for bleſſing, from from 

a mouth ſo Full of curſing and bitterneſs,” 
muſt have been an affront to the God * 
righteouſneſs. For, how could he expect 
mercy, who had ſhowed no mercy ? But, 
ſince theſe words, Let them curſe, but bleſs 
thou; or, They ſhall curſe, but thou 
| ſhalt bleſs ; are an appeal to heaven to > 4 
feat the effects of thoſe curſes ; therefore ' they 


manifeſt i in David a conſciouſneſs of his own 9 


innocence; they diſcover goodneſs « of heart, 


and not a vindictive ſpirit ; they render the wt 


whole Pſalm conſiſtent with itſelf ; nor gan 
evidence more concluſive be expected, that 
David was the object, and not the ſpeaker, of 
thoſe i re, | 2 

1 hays thys endeavoyred to colleft, for your 
ſatisfaction, from ſeveral learned writers, a , 
_juſtand conhiſtegt e of this i impor- 
. tant 


— . 


| 
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ro 
if 
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rant paſſage of ſcripture ; arranging anew 
their matter, adding to their proofs, remo- 
ving ſome ſmall difficulties, and correcting 
(Pechaps) ſome light errors; but, much 
more intent upon your inſtruction, than upon 
any credit for making diſcoveries on this i in- 
rreſting ſubject. | 

te n may. be a queſtion with you; rather 
curious than i important, when the diſcovery of 
this juſt explication was fir made? About 
50 years fince, it was made by two learned 
'men of our nation, unknown to each other. Lis 


He 


nearly. at the ſame time. Some years after, 
the ſame explication was given by a learned 
man of another nation,F equally unacquaint- 
ed (as i it ſeems) with both the former. - The 


. concurrence, and approbation which it has 
met with, among the moſt competent judges, 
is now become almoſt univerſal. - Indeed it 
ſeems to be ſo evidently true, as.to be almoſt 


beyond contradiction. One of the beſt © com- | 


W > Sykes. 
9 men düse; from 1 whom it was adopred by Saver 


101 | Mos of Naples. 
mentators 


1 9 I 
mentators upon t by Book of Pſalms* po 
of it thus Jour lt has been obſerved, that che 
following imprecations are not the i 229 
cations, of David againſt his enemies, but 


11 4 Nu, 


of his enemies againſt him. Before | this was 
' obſerved, nothing was more Aiſtant fro from 
the thoughts. « of the learned ; and now Jt 


is obſerved, nothing i is more obvious,” WITH 
82 6-3 (13 


But ſtill you may alle How it came to 


110 2R 


paſs, that ſo obvious a. truth was not Sooner 


diſcerned? I can only anſwer, that ſo it 1 


pleaſed God. . There are probably other 


paſſages in ſcripture, now greatly 'miſupder- . | 


ſtood, by the right comprehenſion of which 
he will ſome time reward the * diligence 
of thoſe who ſtudy his boly word with 2 
ſincere deſire of attaining to its true meaning. 

If it ſhould be aſked, which of Dayid's 
enemies was the author of theſe impreca- 
tions againſt bin (as [ have maintained them 
to be) I anſwer, that the title of the Palm 


only tells us, it is a Pſalm of David ; wich 
out ſaying any thing of the particular occa- 


FAA 3 
OS r, Green, | 
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fon upon Hieb i it was compoſed : and there- 
fore we muſt look into the hiſtory of David; 
for ſuch circumſtances as will beſt. - ne 
with i 5 | 

* think you will find theſe 3 in the 16th 
chapter of the ſecond book of Samuel ; and 
_ that there is no part of David's hiſtory, to 
which this pfalm can fo properly be referred, 
as to that time of his diftreſs, when he fled 
from Jeruſalem on account of his ſon Abſa- 
Jom's rebellion ; and was purſued by the re- 
| vilings and curſings of Sbinei, the ſon of 
the Benjamite. | 

To go through this portion of hiſtory, i in 
order to prove that Shimer was the utterer 
of thoſe horrid i imprecations, would carry me 
td a very great length of diſcourſe; and it 
is the leſs neceſſary, becauſe it may be left to 
your own refleQtions'on peruſing the chapter 
which I have mentioned, and which I re- 
commend to your attention, —the 16th of 
the 2nd Book of Samuel. WF... 
It will be more uſeful to vou, if I conclude 
by Grawing + from what has been ſaid, one 


(621 ) | 
© The gthietal tniſapprehenſion of this 
palm may be à caution to all of us, not to be 
haſty in paſſing out judgment upon parts of 
ſcriptute, which, perhaps, we do flot rightly 
underſtand ; at and not to make that in ober- 
tion to them, which may de owing inrirely 
to our on miſtake, 

Thus, the pfalm before ts may appear, i 
firſt fi ght, to be very exceptiotiable ; and we 
may wonder to find ſo great a part of it ih 
the form of à cutfe, or impreention. Bur 
when it is duly explained (as I truſt it has 
been) this objection is removed. 

It is indeed a great diſadvantage to us, in 
conſidering theſe ſacred hymns, that we 
know not the particular occaſion upon which 
many of them were compoſed, ' For, this 
| would render them more eaſy to be under. 
ſtood, and diſcover to us many excellencies 
which are now concealed. But ſince we are 
deſtitute of thoſe aſſiſtances, we ought to 
make the beſt uſe of thoſe we poſſefs; and, 
above all, to peruſe the ſcriptures with 


humility : 


1 22, 
humility ; with 2 very lowly opinion of aur- 
ſelves, and a deep ſenſe of the infinite wiſe 
dom of Almighty God ;,afluring ourſelves, 
that we ſhall never be able to fathom 4% the 
depths of. theſe ſacred writings. We may 


underſtand enough of them. to make us (if 
we uſe them rightly) © wiſe unto falvation,” 


And for the reſt, we muſt content ourſelves 
with that portion of ligt which God is 
pleaſed to giye us, in the honeſt uſe of our 


abilities, and a diligent enquiry after r truth, 
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Ta = Ne Charles ee M. 1. 4. Rector 


of St. Mabyn' s, Cornwall, and author of _ 


the Critical, Diſſertation on the Book of 
Job, ſeems to have hit upon the right con- | 
ſtruction of this pſalm, at an earlier period 
than Dr, Sykes; (though, doubtleſs, without 
the knowledge of the latter;) as appears from 
the following memorandum, at the end of 
the 17th Sermon in a volume publiſhed i in 
1776, by his nephew, Jon. Peters, M. A. 
Vicar of Saint Clement's, near Truro, Corn- 
wall; from which ſermon ſome things in 
this are taken.: N. B. This ſermon , was 
firſt preached. at st. Mabyn's, / Cornwall, 
OR. 2, 1748 (as 1. fee, noted by the au- 
_ thor on the back of the MS.). which, was 
about ſeven. years before Dr. Sykes pub- 
n his book. on the Epiſtle to the He- 


brews, 


W 


640. 
all where he takes notice of this pſalm. | | 
Had the author lived to have completed his | 
work on the pſalms (which divine hymns had C 
been his favourite ſtudy for many years) it 
was his intention to have publiſhed this ſer- 


mon as an explanation of this pſalm.” _ 
Mr. Peters ſhows it to be highly probable, 
"hr the imprecations came from the mouth 
of Shimei, But he ſeems to err, in makity | 
\ -them'ceaſe with v. 15. (of the bible tranſſi- 
tien i) and in putting the four next verſes 
into the mouth of David ; and alſb in rendet- 
ing the 20th v. This ſball be rhe Was | 
of mine adverſaries from the Lord.” - 
Mr. Keate, who publiſhed # moſt as 
| Petra this pſalm; in 1704, (and from 
whom a few things here are tiken,) appears 
not to have heard of the ſermon by Mr. 
Peters; otherwiſe, with his manifeſt candour, | 
| he would have acknowledged it. And he 4% 
' ſeems to err, (pp. 9. 10, ) in repreſenting 
David as ** retorting in ver. 20, (and the coh- 
cluding verſes) the calumnies of his enemies, 
war dhe miſchief which they intended for 


= * 28 * 1 
him might fall on. their own heads, "Ther | 


is nothing ke retorting, or ill wiſhes LE any 8 WY 


kind; in the whole pſalm; as My. Gren ap; | 
een w eie 
. 6h NE ddd” 
He indeed Pa, "Is ooh fo to 
have been compoſed under the perſecution. of © 
Saul. But Mr. Peters, much more er 25 
blyz. refers it to Shimei. D =, 
Ahe principal objection. to this, interpre- 
tation is, the application of ſome of the im. 
precations to Judas, by St. Peter, Acts I. 


ver. G. And tha beſt ſolution of this difij- 


culty ſeems to be that of the learned Mattel 
« 'The greateſt doubt (he, ſays) that temmain- 
ed in my mind, aroſe from the application, o of 
chem to Judas, by St. Peter. Since, if _theſe 
imprecations were not directed to, Judas, hut 
rather by Judas againſt Jeſus Chriſt, bay 
could he ſay, that the ſcriptuxe might by 
fulfilled, which the Holy. Spirit ſpake by 
the mouth of David concerning Judas.” Bur 
when I conſulted the great theologian Min- * 
1 (Bot chooſing to * on my own opi- 


D . nion 


— 


boy ceming Judas, « his biſhoprick let another 


0 26 ) 
nioti Lone M ü atter 10 delicate) he en- 
couraged me to adhere firmly to th& interpre- 
tation of Marino, which i is alſo conformable 

to that of St. Peter. He did not trouble 
himſelf to demonſtrate ſtrictly, that ſuch im- 


precations were directed by David againſt 
Judas; but ſaid, that the ſcripture was to be 

- fulfilled as to the prophecy of David. Now 
it muſt be obſerved, that David, after relating 

| theſe imprecations of his enemies, adds, that 
God would not hear them, but 'would cauſe 


their revilings to fall upon themſelves. - Hoe 


25 E eorum qui maledicebant 'mibi' ; or, as 80 
Jerom tranſlates it, Sc retributio eorum,” 


Behold then the fulfilling of ſcripture 


8 St. Peter pointed out; this is the pro- 
phecy of David, Which was verified in Judas. 


That St. Peter regarded the ſenſe, rather than 
| "the exact words, is manifeſt from this, that 


he has united two verſes of two different 
pſalms. When therefore he ſaid, that the 
ſeripture might be fulfilled which the Holy 
Spirit foretold by the mouth of David con- 


take; 


7 
eke; he did not mean to point out, that 
the Holy Spirit directed theſe words preciſely 
againſt Judas; but he foretold that theſe | 
words, uttered by others, ſhould be fulfilled by 
Judas ; as if he had more clearly ſaid, that 
the ſcripture muſt be fulfilled, * his biſhop- 

rick let another take; which (that is, which 
fulfilling of the ſcriptures) the Holy Spirit 
foretold of Judas'by the mouth of "David. 
6 * This is * work of them who ſpeak vw 
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